
What is a SENCo? What is their role? Who is the SENCo at Anthony Roper Pre-

school and Kindergarten 

 

A SENCo (Special Educational Needs Coordinator) is an Early Years Educator who 

coordinates the provision for children with special educational needs or disabilities in 

early years settings. The SENCo at Anthony Roper Pre-school is Sam, who is also 

one of the Childcare Managers.  She is qualified to Level 6 (BA Hons) in Early 

Years Education and Care. 

 

 
 

If either you or the keyperson has a concern about your child, the SENCo will support 

the keyperson to advise on what the next steps should be in terms of whether support 

is needed, and what that might involve. The SENCo is there to work not just with 

children who have physical or learning difficulties, but also those with emotional or 

behavioral problems, or who need some short-term support, for example in coping 

with a bereavement. 
 

If the SENCo feels your child would benefit from external support, with your consent, 

she can make a referral to professionals such as a speech and language therapist or 

occupational therapist. She will also be involved in meetings with these professionals, 

both during the diagnostic process and on an on-going basis. 

 

Once a child’s concerns have been identified, the SENCo, in consultation with the 

keyperson, should put together an individual SEN support plan which will then be shared 

with you. This sets out your child’s targets, who will support him or her and how, what 

resources and methods will be used, how your child’s progress and achievements will be 

monitored and how you can help as a parent. 

lping the teacher to help your child 

A child’s SEN support plan should contain SMART targets that are specific, 

measurable, achievable, realistic and time sensitive. These targets should be reviewed 

regularly in a meeting with the SENCo, keyperson, parents and professionals (if 

involved). 

 

Having a child with special needs can be highly emotive, and feelings often run high if 

things are going badly at home or pre-school. Remember, the SENCo is there to 

support you and your child, and to be an advocate for you both. 

 


